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This Kids Count data book examines trends in the well-being

of Minnesota's children. The statistical portrait is based on 11 indicators

of child well-being:
reduced-price school lunch;
(4) births to teenage mothers;
transferring schools;
(9) child abuse and neglect rates;

crime;

(1) child poverty rate; (2) children receiving free or
(3) children in families receiving food stamps;
(5) low birth weight rates; (6) children

(8) children arrested for serious
(10) children in out-of-home

(7) drop-out rates;

placements; and (11) children dying violently. Following an introduction
detailing the major findings, the report provides regional and statewide
statistical summaries for each indicator, discusses the importance of the
indicator, describes potential improvement strategies, provides information

on resources related to the indicators,

and describes Minnesota trends. Four

stories are interspersed throughout the data book to illustrate the results
of Kids Count efforts in various counties. The bulk of the report provides
statistical information on the indicators for each county. Findings indicate
that 1 in 9 Minnesota children lived below the poverty line in 1996. The teen
birth rate has declined by 20 percent from the 1993-95 rate. Almost every
region of the state showed an increase in the rate of low birth weight
infants. Arrests of children for serious crime has also increased from
earlier in the deczde. There has been a steady decline in child deaths due to
injuries. The report concludes with definitions of the indicators and their

sources. (KB)
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Children Changing Schools

Revised Numbers

Errata

6

COUNTY 1995-96 %  1997-98 % COUNTY ©1995-96: % - 1997-98 %
Aitkin . 320 0 13% 350 15% Marshall . 225 11% 212 1 _l_‘_%l
Anoka 9,625 16% 10,207 16%  Martin - 404 - 10% 541 13%
Becker 2700 14% 750 15%  Meeker .. ATA 8% 462 7%
Beltrami 19913 23%- 2,505 30% Mille Lacs - 838:.14% 931 15%
Benton 0 8%. 400 8% Morrison - -.539 . 9%: 476 8%
Big Stone 3 4% 86 6% Mower 560 12% 809 13%
Blue Earth 10%~ 1,279 12% Murray TE12400 8% 115 7%
Brown 44 10% 588 13% Nicollet - 206 9%
Carlton 57 12%- 731 11% Nobles 729 20%
Carver 18 '10% 1,041 10% Norman 159 11%
Cass 901.. 20% 953 20% Olmsted 3,095 15%
Chippewa :236 . 8%. 242 9% Otter Tail 1,084 11%
Chisago 861 . 12% 878 11% Pennington 270 11%
Clay 740 18%. 1,611 17% Pine 821 18%
Clearwater 2189 -, 10% 217 12%  Pipestone 172 8%
Cook L. 95 :13%: 74 10% Polk 1,153 18%
Cottonwood 1 1990 8%: 201 10%  Pope 131 7%
Crow Wing 659" 16%. 1,546 15% Ramsey 17,164 20%
Dakota 1% 7,527 11% Red Lake 68 7%
Dodge 12% 427 11% Redwood 426 12%
Douglas ~.390- 7%: 431 8% Renville 433 16%
Faribault " 1% 276 10% Rice 1,061 13%
Fillmore 205 6%: 227 6% Rock 176 10%
Freeborn 3617 12%: 603 12% Roseau 382 10%
Goodhue 906 10% 834 9% Saint Louis g 5,150 16%
Grant =143 - 9%. 113 7% Scott U081 10%: 1,225 10%
Hennepin 348 - 17% 27,323 18% Sherburne C15021-:.9%- 1,092 9%
Houston 213 .. 6% 229 6% Sibley 282 . 12% 299 12%
Hubbard 363 . 12% 391 13% Stearns 2,352, 9%- 2,525 1%
Isanti 7. 12% 612 11% Steele C 7085 11%° 788 12%
Itasca 054 13% 938 11% Stevens G130 5%, 124 7%
Jackson c173 -9%: 224 11% Swift 167.5:9%" 188 10%
Kanabec 425, 15% 429 15% Todd 334 .9% 555 12%
Kandiyohi 246+ 19% 1,236 19% Traverse T 10% 82 11%
Kittson 4. - 3% 76 7% Wabasha - .330v 8% 305 7%
Koochiching i 278 11%: 269 11% Wadena 377 -12%:- 343 10%
Lac que Parle . 143 8% 204 10%  Waseca 373.... 9% 434 10%
Lake .- 449 20%- 163 8%  Washington - 3,576 11% . 3,426 10%
Lake of the Woods - 61" 7%’ 71 8% Watonwan 346...15% 316 15%
LeSueur 564 11% 612 12%  Wilkin 197 13%: 175 12%
Lincoln 54 5% 63 6% = Winona 679 10%: 590 9%
Lyon 7550 11% 489 10%  Wright 61T 10%. 1,586 9%
MacLeod 727 11%: 662 10% Yellow Medicine 454 T%. 183 8%
Mahnomen 366 24%" 402 27%

| STATE 112762 13:7% _ 118,989 _14.2%!
3/17/00 Minnesota Kids: A Closer Look, 2000 Data Book
BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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